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He dragged her into the
pantry, took a diamond ring
off her finger, about $68 in
cash, hér credit cards and
her ‘condo electronic swipe
card before leaving, Mead-
ows said. She died from
blunt force trauma.

Calle’s body was discov-
ered about nine hours later,

rdarournl
west Atlanta, where .the
U.S. Marshals Service had
tracked him. Thompson
had used her credit cards
at numerous stores in the
Atlantic Station and Lenox
areas, ' buying clothes, a
$400 watch, tennis shoes
and other items. He gave
Calle’s ring to a woman, and
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- department at the Atlanta-

based American Cancer
Society. Her research in
epidemiology, which is the
study. of disease, helped
establish the link between
cancer and obesity, and
cancer and diet.
Staff writers Aileen Dodd,

Ben Smith and Andria Simmons
contributed to this article.

Safety tips when showing rcEm.

By MARCUS K. GARNER
mgarner@ajc.com

Thd Georgia Association
of Realtors offers extensive
training for its members on
recognizing . and avoiding
attacks while showing prop-
erties, said CEO Bob Ham-
ilton.

“Most of our business is
referrals” Hamilton said.
“But when you have a walk-

in to your office, you have to.

ask them questions to make
sure you know who they are.
A bad guy wouldn’t want to
let you get their ID or license
tag information”

Here are some tips from
Real Estate Assault
Awareness courses the asso-

ciation offers to its mem-
bers:

» Always make a photo-

copy of the person’s drivers
license or passport.
' »Take down a descrip-
tion of the client’s vehicle
and information from their
license plate.

> If you go out to show a
home, learn the route to the
homie ahead of time, and
share the directions and
address with a colleague.

»Don’t pull into the
driveway of a vacant home.
Also, park in a way that
prevents you from being
blocked in.

> Alwayslet aclient enter
a home first, and walk ahead
of you as you're showing the

home.

» Don't wear flashy jew-
elry when showing a prop-
erty. ;

> Never carry
amounts of cash.

» Always stay in touch
with your office; if visiting
multiple homes with one
client, alert your office when
you leave one address and
arrive at another.

- »For homeowners with
a real estate sign in your
yard, always have a would-
be home buyer contact the
agent or broker rather than
letting them in to see your
home. “It’s OK to tell them,
‘It’s not convenient to show
the home at this time;”
Hamilton said.
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